CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

his death was regarded as a sign of divine
favour and the biographies of the saints
often contain chapters devoted to this
faculty. These are natural ideas which lie
in the national consciousness of any people,
but owe their development in the case of
Islam to Christian influence. The same may
be said of the belief that the prayers of
particular saints were of special efficacy,
and of attempts by prayer, forms of worship
and the like to procure rain, avert plague
and so forth: such ideas are common
throughout the middle ages. Thus in every
department we meet with that particular
type of Christian theory which existed in
the East during the seventh and eighth
centuries.

This mediaeval theory of life was subjected,
as is well known, to many compromises in
the West, and was materially modified by
Teutonic influence and the revival of
classicism. It might therefore be supposed
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